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Cal Poly student’s complaint against protessor

1s without merit

HIGHLIGHTS
Even assuming everything student Mick Bruckner says is true, none of it is discriminatory

Disagreeing with a student about homosexuality isn't a crime

There are people out in the world who disagree with you; get over it

o BY MATTHEW HOY

o Cal Poly student Mick Bruckner discovered something at Cal Poly that he didn’t like last

year: a professor who disagreed with him.

Bruckner filed a Title IX diserimination complaint against lecturer Michael Winn and claims

Cal Poly failed to take his imitial complaint with the gravity that it deserves.

Based upon the Tribune'’s reporting of the substance of
Bruckner’s complaint, Cal Poly probably took it far more

seriously than it deserved.
A quick synopsis of Bruckner’s grievances:

» Winn voiced skepticism that homosexuals were targets

of the Holocaust.

» Winn believes that the legalization and sanctioning of

gay “marriage’ is a grave moral mistake.

= Winn has never heard “a gay man give a ‘good’

Christian viewpoint on homosexuality.”

» Bruckner says that Winn believes homosexuals are

immoral.

Matthew Hoy. David Middlecamp -

Cal Poly’s spokesman noted that the details in Bruckner’s . .
dmiddlecamp@thetribunenews.com

complaint have “yet to be proven either true or false, as

the investigation into this matter is ongoing.”
I'll go ahead and assume that every one of them is true.

I hope that Bruckner is planning on a career in academia, government or journalism, because

in the real world, this is rather weak sauce.

Outside the “safe spaces” of modern university campuses, people — typically referred to as
adults — encounter other people who disagree with them on various issues, from religion to

politics to sports.

Many of these “other people” are “wrong” about all manner of topics. In fact, The Tribune
will be providing a handy list of them online at the bottom of this column under the header

“Comments.”
Scientists have come up with a highly technical term for this kind of situation: life.
Nothing Bruckner has alleged is discriminatory. Nothing.

Discrimination is a student being thrown out of a master’s program in counseling for his or
her beliefs, as Andrew Cash was at Missour: State University. Cash was removed from the
program because he said he could not counsel a gay couple because of his religious views

and would instead refer the couple to someone more appropriate to help them.

Discrimination is a student being thrown out of class for disagreeing with a teacher’s views,
then having the teacher come running after the fleeing student while ecalling him a racist and
a bigot, promising to get the student suspended for bullying and harassment. That's what
happened to Daniel Glowacki after he told his instructor that “the homosexual lifestyle was

against my Catholic religion.”

Discrimination is being berated, thrown out of class and being called names, as was the case
at a Georgia high school. There, a teacher was filmed calling a student the N-word, and

immediately after the student left the room, the teacher called him an anti-gay slur.

Those are all discriminatory and deserving of, at the very least, a reprimand by the proper

authorities in each case and in some cases, much, much more.

However, Bruckner doesn't allege that anything approaching the gravity of any of these cases

occurred.

Bruckner doesn’t claim that Winn ever raised his voice to him. Bruckner doesn’t claim that
Winn used any slurs. In fact, Bruckner doesn’t claim (at least to The Tribune) that Winn gave
him a lower grade than he deserved in the class. Bruckner doesn’t claim that Winn censored

him by refusing to allow him to give a speech about homosexuality.

Winn has taught at Cal Poly for more than 20 years. He has certainly had gay students

before. And, according to Bruckner, Winn said he'd never had a problem.
Well, last year, Winn encountered Bruckner, and now he can’t say that anymore.

Now, I wouldn’t be surprised if it turns out a Cal Poly administrator lied to Bruckner about
Winn supposedly retiring in an effort to avoid telling Bruckner that his complaints were
without merit, hoping he would go away. You can hardly swing a dead cat around here

without hitting admunistrators behaving badly.

But none of this is discrimination. It's nothing more than being subjected to an adverse

opinion.

Hundreds of millions of Americans experience this at least once in their life. The vast

majority of them get over it ... eventually.
Bruckner would do well to follow their example.

Conservative columnist Matthew Hoy is a former reporter, editor and page designer. His
column appears in The Tribune every other Sunday, in rotation with liberal columnist Tom
Fulks. Read Hoy s blog at Hoystory.com. Follow him on Twitter @Hoystory.

MORE MATTHEW HOY €

SUGGESTED FOR YOU
e ]
] ml'l':‘" l J T JANE 8,

ptoond L. R 2 quige wo
tm/ My )
o\
Eem) g
_ e LT
Another View: Follow ESPN Analyst Sacked WHAT'S UP DOC? Granlund Cartoon:
Up Tough Talk On Over Bogus Racism Marcissistic Personality Assad Dissidents
Drug Prices With Charges Disorder Clay County Advocate
Action The Courier-Tribune The Enterprise Press
2 Comments Sort by | Newest »

Russ Byler - Upper Management at Cathouse

m | just wonder what all these cry babies are going to do when they hit the real world. | suspect
though that some of them are "professional students" and will spend their lives in the care and
safety of a "safe zone".
Monday, June 13,2016. And what will you be offended by today? "Whaaal He said something |
don't like and hurt my feelings. Make him stop mommie."
And what really strange is there's so many of them. Wonders why?

Like - Reply - Jum 13, 2016 9:43pm

Lynne Gamble - The University of Texas at Austin
All of this "being offended" and "politically correct” activity ignores the very real world of

Orlando, ISIS (al quada, taliban, al shabaab) , and real hate crimes against gays. | hope
this student is aware of the real problem, and it's not his instructor.

Like - Reply - ¥ 1 - Jun 14, 2016 8:33am

d Mary Lucey - Cascade High School - Everett, WA,

M Professor Winn, is only teaching the parts of history he is comfortable with. Mr, Winn, there are
dozen and dozen Christian ministers who have been teaching Theology for years. You would doing
yourselves and students a favor by brooding your Christian teachings visiting other faith based
institutions outside the born again evangelical believes. There are AME churches across this
country. There are hundreds of Gay and Lesbian Rabbi's.

Secondly, the Pink triangle grew out of the holocaust victims who were accused of being Gay or
Leshian. The men were issued Pink arm bands and the women were issued black

Like - Reply - % 1 - Jun 12, 2016 8:44am

H Matthew Hoy - Works at Professional Annoyer of Liberals
R Professor Winn isn't teaching any history. He's teaching public speaking.
Like - Reply - &5 5 - Jun 13,2016 3:13pm

ﬁ Mary Lucey - Cascade High School - Everett, WA
Matthew Hoy, Public speaking! Well.he blew that lesson.

Like - Reply - Jun 14, 2016 10:03am

- Rodger Avalanchier - Morro Bay, California
Matthew Hoy that's hardly an excuse
Like - Reply - 5 1 - Jun 20, 2016 7:17am
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Matthew Hoy, a conservative, 1s a San
Diego-area native and 1994 graduate of
Cal Poly's journalism program. He spent
15 years at various newspapers along the
West Coast, including The Lompoc
Record, The Daily World in Aberdeen,
Wash., The North County Times in
Escondido and The San Diego Union-
Tribune. For 15 years, Hoy has written a
blog on politics and the media,
Hoystory.com. Hoy's column will be
published in The Tribune every other
week, in rotation with liberal columnist
Tom Fulks.
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